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INTRODUCTION 


Staff persons at the Social Planning and Research 
Council have collected and utilized a large array of social 
statistics. These statistics have played an important part 
in the numerous studies and reports which have been published 


by the S.P,R.C,. over the years. 


When taken together, this collection of statistics 
provides an interesting portrait of Hamilton-Wentworth; how 
has it changed over the years and where it is likely to go in 
the future. This fact, plus the numerous requests we receive 
from citizens and groups for certain statistics, prompted the 
Council, in 1976, to undertake the composition of this volume. 
The volunteer assistance of Mrs. Myrette Paul-Chowdrey has 


contributed significantly to the completion of this project. 


One of the major purposes of the Social Planning 
and Research Council is to assist citizens in becoming more 
informed about Hamilton-Wentworth so that they may participate 
more effectively in policy formation and decision-making in 
the local area, Hopefully, this collection of statistics will 


provide, at least, a modicum of this assistance. 


This report will form the basis for a series of 
annual publications entitled "Hamilton-Wentworth Review" which 
will annually update this Social Trends publication and 


present comments about the trends as they occur, 


If you are interested in receiving the Hamilton- 
Wentworth Review for 1977, please contact Mrs. Shurl Kocman 
at the S.P.R.C. office. The cost will be approximately $2.00 
and it will be published in February or March of 1978, 


Mike Pennock, 
Research Associate, 
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SECTION I 


POPULATION GROWTH 


Wh An eae 


oni ? ; nye 


; ; : . J , i| 
i 2 Wipe me ! iy Yi v ? 
‘ Ps } i ; | 
' - . a, 
at < ~~ + ven : a t # 
OD apr. : : i 7 ¢ on i ” - 
a . a f4 W hr ; at : n . a ae a iy yy: he ; ia ; 
” or 4 7 ' - ¥ 7: f whe , 
cs T : pel , , vir vy ad | De | ae f Cat) a” Jf. 
"1 1 ‘ x 7 ear ‘* b Lia Une: . Ay! inl ee My be i i‘ fi iF A ay i i wie i : f at ig fe 7s 
7 Fis ' ie , t a «To 
* oe i aw} i ‘ : “7 
wer y ty Wa ’ ery i has + : i ' 
ral <4 ‘ ee ile Eee, 7, Jae wie 4 De mie ee at ane ek 
1, * : i 
ine | ~~ S E i ’ ey . J 1 ‘foe 
i é ; 4 4 Wor. a ~~ 
J bs he ne + ee lst ad i: an - ; ee e we - 
a ‘ r 7 i 7 ; F ol i 
8 ay, . : f fi Bay : rt to : ot dud 
u 7 "Us , Lee aye ‘ Y 4 7 et a) 4 7 
A i oT es .. oe . - ety” ‘ y ' " Vy The, tak pine ie id on yee Pa ; i, 
« : i j de haar oF | i j if oy ; i? 
» i y ae . ; “5 . ~ : 
ar 4 ts oe : Co) ra a if a eee se ‘ * 
f , ; : ; ; ) iy Mee 
. ye? i | ; ; - ; Pee a I : v 
£ ig “4 ( ein a SA) ; i" 0 it Cie ae aes iy iv + PA ue aa ay at 
hie ; ax LF i Ors | vill i , Mas ; am Ay , oe c af i ha 
2. i / rend) ‘ A ie’ ‘eh ret Wee ei ee a Ae ep ’ tae a W9 
aL Maly MY at eae i 4 ay Rare i. DEA lie te te we Ah 
o U j a F rf ¢ ; 
a1 : 
i ’ ri, h he es ‘ 
' ide) 4 f hd | oc ‘ 7 4 or ne Win ; ’ be je : 
% Bil ib yt ae a ig CoO hs peat jay * Y i 
' 1 iif Ln Na We a 7 Oe la i ) a } Mee wh APE : ite, aa Lay } \ 
| rn - J ; + ee 7 " Foal eh ~ y ite © i . ad Nh 
na ; oe pat fa) oe ' ie ota eH ats COP eee |) +) 7 a 18 aN, ‘ee Ht es ut ey. ad 


; ‘, ’ ; wh te vn + ee oe : pee 
ny VOLT Om aa TR LR ha as Abe ae aaale, hap ee be LM Lai Wu a6 a a my "a, 


i t } ¥ 
Wark ut? A" “Ve for SA Mae cat ee Uae i ee SOM ” 
at) hs) ea ee ae here Paige Me eT ae Yer Pe , Patel 
; Miah he EROS, Ee A, a PN mh are rue as 
ey oN) ae ‘ eA ‘ \ van | A ad i : “ay 5 
Pro BF Y 4 Ay od ; i : if eh iwi i +s ‘ ‘ aN My ; ] ee 
« ¢ Fs a ie | Pa i ay j OY, Ge ve Wey 4 iid a ADs =i) lia 
* < mel ‘ 4 : i) 
. a iA, ben take - - 
i Re vy ee ey Saat Utell pa ae Ks 
r4 ae pis Ae mr, ne eid Tse ic ia Say i* ah 
f c ; <4 4 i i j 4 ; : it ae ‘ 
ari Aen 7 ih ; ave it + PIN ol Bo ke ‘ ie 
. € ; « } a Sy 4 ! f ‘ LL 74 
f iy Ay ‘ Oh y Wek Ata 7 brn 7% ss i b J 
sin : ‘ Mieth f a “4 7 " bi, Pa et pare ee ‘ 
Ph COS tain A h:¥)0 ye are vast re oA ro Pater Cee 
‘ i +, i iy Fen Bie / mo 7" eh | ved im ic woos 
‘ y i J cer yyi ar rm IU ‘eh Ve . ne A t 
at LY eh aL ay Lh a 4 iy he Wes vedi! fe 
> is ECA as ’ i f on ve 5 clu Ny ai a eg 
by i ane ‘ 4 fs y i hi Are ’ sh 
nee ng > Lo Te ae i aa Deh a i, ves 
, é ue ' r i oe ea STNG bir as | mi ‘ 
Bs i if y Te. a hi. 7m : ' ¥ 
a | af i a i y n) : ; 
’ , t A. © ’ 
, hy “ Thee ear Aa : iy Wy , 
=f ; i, n . ut i re) a 
/ , d ] pS mi i he, vdeo Ad aH \ Thay 0 W 
sor TAR cia Ay ee re en a ik f a | 
‘ iv , 2 irae pier 4 “ ae Lane 
9 + af OW ee A } yey ¥ . a, se : i Ve , ia 7 
ny ie Ve | +L. Ma ’ ts he Piped ® uN eo tv nT 
Ba te, Pe e's si iN on an an A ia yah Liane heey fe MAA wh ia a ns oA 
- re} i le ¥. , ; bi, " a + nah , 4' ast (i; ne * , i fh 7 i i H 


SR ROE Meio Royce eo 


he Ve 

0 Nod Sree Tbe | i mee Tee 

a Mh) als ey Pate i, uy AN! ney ay 
Tea Ghat ay 


TABLE PI: 


POPULATION GROWTH IN WENTWORTH AND ONTARIO 


The bars on the graph indicate the percentage increase in 
population during each decade. For example, between 1901 and 1911, 
the population in Wentworth County increased by 40%, while the 
provincial population increased only 15%. During that time, 
therefore, the local population was increasing at a much faster rate 


than was the population as a whole. 


This was true for the first three decades of the century, 
although the rate of local growth was slowing down. During the 
decade of the depression, population growth was slow in both the local 
area and the province. This picked up dramatically between 1941 and 
1951 and, again, Wentworth County was growing at a faster rate than 


the province, 


Between 1951 and 1961, however, the rate of growth in the 
province was just slightly faster and the gap widened considerably 
between 1961 and 1971. 


The province is now growing at a faster rate and this is 
expected to continue in the future as other areas of the province 


"urbanize"., Wentworth's period of urbanization is just about over, 
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TABLE PII: 


COMPONENTS OF GROWTH FROM 1964 TO 1974 


Two primary factors cause population to increase or decrease 
- "natural increase" and net migration, Natural increase refers to 
the changes that occur from within the area, If the number of births 
exceeds the number of deaths, then there will be a "natural increase" 
in the population, Net migration refers to the difference in the 
number of people moving into an area and the number of people moving 
out. Thus, if more people move in than out, then the net migration 


results in a population increase. 


From the Table, it is obvious that the size of the increase 
in population has tended to diminish from 1964 to 1974, This is due to 
a declining birthrate (see the "Family" section of this volume) which 
has resulted in a reduction in the natural increase of the population. 
There has also tended to be fewer people moving into the county. 

During 1967, 1969, 1971 and 1973, the number of people moving out 


exceeded the number of people moving in, for a net loss in migration. 


TABLE PIII: 


THREE POPULATION PROJECTIONS 


The two factors "natural increase" and net migration were used 
by the Regional Planning and Development Department in forecasting 
population growth to the year 2001. They actually carried out seven 
different projections based on different combinations of birthrates 


and migration. In this Table, we have presented the highest, lowest 
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and "most likely" projections. 


The highest projection results from a combination of a high 
birthrate and a high rate of migration into the area. If this 


happened, the area population would be 649,510 by 2001. 


The lowest projection results from a combination of a low 
birthrate and a low rate of migration. If this occurred, the local 


population would be 492,937... 


The projection which the Department feels is "most likely" 
involves a "medium" birthrate and migration. The 2001 population, by 
this projection, would be 551,107. 


TABLE PIV: 


THE PERCENTAGE OF WENTWORTH'S POPULATION 
LIVING IN EACH MUNICIPALITY 


In 1951, 82% of the County population lived in the City of 
Hamilton. By 1971, this was reduced to, roughly, 80%. By 2001, if 
past trends continue, only 67% of the County population will be resid- 
ing in the City. 


This reflects the fact that population is expanding more 
rapidly in the areas outside the City. In Hamilton-Wentworth, this 
growth is particularly concentrated in the Town of Stoney Creek. By 
2001, if past trends continue, Stoney Creek will contain 15% of the 
County population, as compared to 1951 when it contained less than 5% 


of the population. 
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PI: POPULATION GROWTH IN WENTWORTH COUNTY 
AND ONTARIO, BY DECADE, 1901-1971 
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PII: COMPONENTS OF PAST POPULATION GROWTH, 
WENTWORTH, 1964-1974 


1965-1966 
1966-1967 
1967-1968 
1968-1969 
1969-1970 
1970-1971 
1971-1972 
1972-1973 
1973-1974 | 2,557 
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PIII: THREE ALTERNATIVE POPULATION 
PROJECTIONS FOR HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 


1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001 
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POPULATION COMPOSITION 
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TABLE PCI: 


ETHNIC COMPOSITION 


During the past two decades, the local population has become 
increasingly an ethnic mix as a result of the substantial post-war 
immigration. Between 1951 and 1971, the percentage of the population 


of British Isles ethnicity decreased by ten percent, 


The Table presents information relating to the size of the 
seven largest ethnic groups in Hamilton-Wentworth - British Isles, 
Italian, German, French, Netherlands, Polish, and Ukrainian. The group 
that showed the largest increase during the past three decades was the 


Italian group and it increased consistently across the two decades. 


The main increase in the German and the Netherland groups was 
between 1951 and 1961. Neither the Polish nor Ukrainian groups have 
changed significantly since 1951, The French group has increased only 
slightly. 


TABLE PCII: 


RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION 


The Table presents the percentage of the local population in 
the seven largest religious denominations in 1951 and 1971. The 
increased ethnic mix of the population is also in evidence on the Table. 
Of the seven denominations, only Roman Catholic, Lutheran and the 
Greek Orthodox churches have increased their share of the population. 
The United, Anglican and Presbyterian churches have, conversely, shown 


considerable decreases. 
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TABLE PCIII: 


MARITAL STATUS 


The Table presents the percentage of the adult population 
in each marital status group for 1951, 1961 and 1971. 


The percentage of population who were single increased 
Slightly between 1951 and 1961, and then remained relatively steady to 
i ya 


Correspondingly, the main drop in the "married" population 
occurred between 1951 and 1961. 


The size of the widowed population decreased slightly to 
1961 and then increased very slightly to 1971. 


The size of the divorced population has increased slightly 
throughout both decades. 


TABLE PCIV: 


AGE COMPOSITION 


The graphs present the percentage size of different age 
groups in the Wentworth County population. The figures for 1981, 
1991 and 2001 are from the population projection which is carried out 


by the provincial Ministry of Treasury, Economics and Intergovernmental 


Affairs. 
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TABLE PCV: 


DEPENDENCY RATIOS 


This graph presents the same information as the previous 


graph, with the addition of some special computations. 


The dependency ratio indicates the size of the dependent 
population (children and senior citizens) relative to the working 
population. Thus, the higher the dependency ratio, the larger the 
size of the dependent population, 


The total dependency ratio is divided into the youth depend- 


ency ratio and the old age dependency ratio. 


These two population groups, the young and the old, tend to 
be dependent upon the working population for their sustenance. As 
the size of the dependent population increases, this increases the 
financial pressure upon the working population for their support. As 


the dependency ratio decreases, the pressure is relieved. 


When the dependency ratio is high, then large amounts of the 
income of the working population must be diverted for the support of 
these groups. This, according to some economists, results in fewer 
dollars available for savings and investment and, thus, an economic 


slowdown results. 


In Wentworth, the youth dependency ratio peaked in 1961, It 
decreased somewhat but still remained high, through to 1971. By 1981, 
it is expected to decrease further and remain below the 1951 level 
through to 2001. This should result in some relaxation of the pres- 
sures upon wage-earners to support a dependent youth population, By 


"youth", we mean individuals under 15 years of age, 
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The old age dependency ratio shows less fluctuation. It 
will increase moderately through to 1991 and then decrease very 
slightly. 


The total dependency ratio which is simply a combination of 
the youth and old age ratios is almost identical to the youth pattern 
with the exception of a slight increase between 1981 and 1991. This 
is due to the increase in the old age ratio during that period while 


the youth ratio remains steady. 
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ETHNIC COMPOSITION OF WENTWORTH POPULATION 
1951, 1961, 1971 


PCI 


- 12 


E25 Ta 
$s | /94/ 


Nor. yA oes Tr LOs 2a 


10 _ 
oO 


OTHER 


FRENCH NETHERLAWDS POLISH UKRAINIANS 


GERMAN 


STALL t AON 


¥ |. 
> en hie. 


a | 5h 


Hwee Vil 


VE LBRE UT VNC? BOT 12H 


a 
« 
] 


ee 


Say [ees 


“- 


a  t. e tT @ , <= ee 
. e : “ 
S& OF LOLVE LObOFVLIOM 


- 


- 13 


RELIGIOUS COMPOSITION OF WENTWORTH POPULATION 


PCII: 
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PCIII: WENTWORTH POPULATION x 
MARITAL STATUS 


Married 
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AGE GROUP COMPOSITION OF 


WENTWORTH POPULATION 
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PCV: DEPENDENCY RATIOS FOR WENTWORTH 


COUNTY BY DECADE, 1951-2001 
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SECTION III 


EMPLOYMENT 


a 1 


TABLE EI: 


ANNUAL EMPLOYMENT INDEX, 
1961-1971 


The employment index is a statistic used by Statistics Canada 
to express the rate of employment increase in an area since 1961, All 
areas were given a value of 100 in 1961. The higher the employment 


index in subsequent years, the higher the rate of employment growth. 


Between 1961 and 1966, employment in Hamilton expanded at a 
faster rate than in the province as a whole. Between 1966 and 1972, 
there was relatively little growth in the Hamilton area, while the 


province continued growing quite rapidly. 


Employment in both the province and the Hamilton area expanded 
rapidly between 1972 and 1974 and then employment actually decreased to 
1976. Thus, there was less employment in the Hamilton area in 1976 than 
there had been in 1974. 


The Hamilton "area" for which Statistics Canada publishes 


monthly employment rates is the "Census Metropolitan Area" (CMA) which 


includes Wentworth County, Grimsby and Burlington. 


TABLE EII: 


EMPLOYMENT INDEX BY INDUSTRY 


This Table presents the same statistic for each industrial 


group as of January, 1977. 
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Looking at the Hamilton figures, it is obvious that finance, 
insurance and real estate have shown the most rapid growth since 1961, 
while construction has shown the least growth. This is shown in more 
detail in Table EIITI, 


Table EI showed that during the past ten years, employment 
expansion has been slower in Hamilton than in the rest of the province 
as a whole, Table EII shows which industrial sectors have caused this 
discrepancy. Compared to the province, the service industries have 


grown at a significantly slower rate in Hamilton. 


Employment in both construction and finance, insurance and 
real estate actually expanded more rapidly here than in the rest of 


the province, 


Apparently, therefore, the industries which held back local 
employment growth to the greatest extent were the service industries. 


This group includes hotels, restaurants, places of entertainment, etc. 


TABLE EIII: 


EMPLOYMENT INDEX FOR NINE LARGEST URBAN AREAS 
1976) 


The first two Tables compared employment growth in the 
Hamilton area with the rest of the problem, This Table compares local 
growth with that of the nine largest urban areas in the province, as of 


1976. 


Only Sudbury grew at a slower rate than the Hamilton area, 
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Thus, the local rate of employment growth has also been slow 


in comparison to the other urban areas of the province, 


TABLE EIV: 


LOCAL EMPLOYMENT INDEX FOR INDUSTRIAL GROUPS 
ee a GROUT 


This Table shows the relative growth of the five largest 
employment sectors in the Hamilton area between 1961 and 1975. 


Until 1966, manufacturing was the fastest growing sector, At 
that point, however, employment in manufacturing began decreasing and 
it did not regain the 1966 level again until 1974. It then decreased 
again in 1975. 


Growth in construction employment has been very sporadic with 
high points in 1966, 1971 and 1975. These peaks, however, were 
separated by low periods in 1969 and 1972. 


As indicated in previous tables, the major areas of growth 
have been finance, insurance and real estate as well as personal 
services, Employment growth in trade has been less rapid but has still 


exceeded that of manufacturing and construction, 
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TABLE EV: 


LOCAL LABOUR FORCE BY INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 
1951-2001 


The other major source of employment information for Wentworth 
County is the major Census which is carried out every ten years by 
Statistics Canada. Data from this source was used to present the per- 
centage of the Wentworth County Labour Force in the major industrial 


groups for 1951, 1961 and 1971. 


The projections for 1986 and 2001 are from the work of the 


Planning and Development Department of Hamilton-Wentworth, 


The share of the labour force working in manufacturing and 
construction has declined consistently between 1951 and 1971. This 
decline is expected to continue to the year 2001, at which time only 
32% of the labour force is expected to be employed in manufacturing or 


construction. 


Conversely, the service sector has increased dramatically and 
this is expected to continue to 2001. In 1951, only 38% of the labour 
force was employed within this sector. By 2001, this is expected to 


increase to 66.7%. 


The primary sector which includes agriculture, mining and 
fishing has never represented a large percentage of employment locally. 


It has and will continue to decline. 
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TABLE EVI: 


UNEMPLOYMENT ESTIMATES 


These unemployment estimates are taken from the labour force 
survey which is carried out monthly by Statistics Canada, Rates for 
the Hamilton Census Metropolitan Area have only been available since 
January, 1976. Statistics Canada at that time also published a local 


estimate for the average 1975 unemployment rate. 


In 1975, the unemployment rate in Hamilton was higher than 
the provincial rate. In 1976, however, it dropped considerably in the 
local area and has remained lower than the provincial rate through most 
oS ar 


At the time of publication, 1977 figures were only available 


to August. Since March, local unemployment has dropped faster than in 


the province as a whole, 


TABLE EVII: 


LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION 


The "labour force participation rate" is the percentage of 
the working age population (aged 15 to 64) who are either working or 


actively looking for work. 


Thus, as the participation rate increases, a larger percentage 


of the population is working or looking for work. 
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In both the Hamilton area and Ontario, the participation rate 
has increased since 1970, The greater propensity of women to work is 


one of the key factors which has pushed up the participation rate. 


The rate for the Hamilton area has tended to be lower than 


the provincial rate. 


TABLE EVIII: 


FEMALE PARTICIPATION 


The labour force participation of women is treated in more 
detail in this Table. Parts (a) and (b) utilize data from the monthly 
employment survey carried out by Statistics Canada and they indicate 
the percentage of the labour force which is female. Unfortunately, the 
local figures are only available from 1975 and, at the time of publica- 


tion, March of 1977 was the most recent release. 


At the end of 1976, it was estimated that 27.4% of the local 
labour force was female. As part (a) indicates, this compares with a 
high of 36.8% for London and a low of 19.1% for Sudbury. Out of the 


nine largest municipalities, the Hamilton area ranked fifth. 


The second part of the Table shows the monthly trends since 
1975, for the local area and Ontario, Compared to the provincial 


average, Hamilton tends to be low. 


Part (c) of this Table shows the female participation rate in 
Wentworth County for 1951, 1961 and 1971, The female participation 
rate is the percentage of females who are of working age and are work- 


ing or looking for work. In 1951, 29.5% of local females aged 15-64 
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were employed or looking for work. By 1971, this had increased to 
41.3%. The major increase took place between 1961 and 1971, This 
clearly indicates the increased propensity of women to work which was 
alluded to in the discussion of Table EVII. 
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TABLE EI: ANNUAL EMPLOYMENT INDEX, 
1961 - 1971 


TABLE EII: EMPLOYMENT INDEX BY INDUSTRY, 
HAMILTON vs ONTARIO, JANUARY, 1977 
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EMPLOYMENT INDEX (1976) 


FOR NINE LARGEST ONTARIO URBAN AREAS 


TABLE EIII 
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TABLE EV: WENTWORTH COUNTY LABOUR FORCE BY INDUSTRIAL SECTOR, 
1951, 1961, 1971, 1986, 2001 
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* The service sector is composed of the following industrial groups - 
transportation, communications and utilities; trade; finance, insurance and 
real estate; community, business and personal services; public administra- 


tion, 
**The primary sector includes agriculture, forestry, fishing and mining, 
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TABLE EVI: UNEMPLOYMENT ESTIMATES, 
HAMILTON & ONTARIO, 1975-1977 
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C) FEMALE PARTICIPATION RATES 
‘51, 61, '7/- WENTWORTH COUNTY 
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TABLE INI: 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 1965-1976, 
HAMILTON, ONTARIO 


The figures which are presented in this Table, are from the 
Statistics Canada monthly survey of major industries, The same survey 
generates the employment indices which were presented in the previous 


chapter, 


The Hamilton statistics are for the Hamilton Census Metro- 


politan area, which includes Wentworth County, Grimsby and Burlington. 


During the past eleven years, the average weekly earnings in 
the local area have been consistently above the provincial average. 
The largest increases, both locally and provincially, have occurred 


during the past two years. 


TABLE INII: 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS IN NINE LARGEST MUNICIPALITIES, 
1976 


er 


The Hamilton area ranked fifth in comparison with the nine 
larger municipalities in Ontario, In the local area, the average 
weekly earnings were $237.95 compared to a high of $261.70 in Windsor 
and a low of $202.21 in Kitchener-Waterloo. 
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TABLE INIII: 


AVERAGE ‘FAMILY INCOME FOR THE TEN LARGEST COUNTIES, 
19h. 


In the Census publications, the definition of "census family" 
requires that family members be living together and be of a husband- 
wife or parent-child relationship. Thus, two brothers living together 


do not constitute a "census family". 


The statistics presented in this Table are based upon this 
concept of a "census family". The figures indicate the average 1970 
income of families in the ten largest Ontario counties. The 1971 Census 
contains the most recently available information on family incomes and 


the figures from this source are for the year 1970. 


At that time, the average family income in Wentworth County 
was $10,251. This was below the Ontario average of $10,661 and ranked 
eighth among the ten counties. Thus, the local average family income 
tended to be somewhat low at that time. 


TABLE INIV: 


DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILY INCOMES, 1970, 
WENTWORTH AND ONTARIO 


These figures also relate to the definition of the "census 


family" which is described above, 


The major differences in the distribution of family incomes 


were at the middle and the high end of the income scale. A highe: 
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percentage of local families earned between $8,000 and $11,999, while a 
lower percentage earned in excess of $20,000. This would explain the 


lower average income identified above, 


TABLE INV: 


LOW INCOME ECONOMIC FAMILIES AS A PERCENTAGE OF 
ALL ECONOMIC FAMILIES, TEN LARGEST COUNTIES, 
1970 


A recent publication by Statistics Canada (September, 1977) 
presents figures, based upon 1971 Census results, for the incidence of 


low income "economic families". 


The concept of "economic family" differs from that of the 
"census family" which was used in the previous two Tables. An economic 
family is defined as two or more persons living together and related by 
blood, marriage or adoption. Thus, two brothers living together would 


qualify as an economic family but not as a census family. 


Whether or not an economic family was designated as a low 
income family depended upon the size of their place of residence and 


the number of individuals in the family. 


According to the criteria used by Statistics Canada, Wentworth 
County had the highest percentage of economic families in the low income 


catezory when compared with the other nine largest Ontario Counties. 


In Wentworth County, 13.8% of the economic families were in 
the low income category, as compared to a provincial average OF 13.7% 
Niagara and Toronto were very close to Wentworth and Peel was the lowest 


with only 6.7% in the low income category. 


Cfo 


e altdw ,090, £18 fas 099,2% ceowted Santas tmet £ 
oft niefg2s bivow etdT ,000,08% ‘to vesoxe af bemtse 


£VMI_ SAAT 


WO IOATLIWMST ABA GATITMAL OTMONOR: SMOOMT 
(SATTUIMYD TasnsAT WaT . SAT ITMAT STMOMOOE 
qver eee 7 


(TTPL ,tedmetqet) etunnQmottatiata yt often tidug drenet A. 
Te aunebroqt adt rot ,adivaet syaned IVCL sow Saead aemgit. etaes ‘ 
"aatlins't otmonoss” 7 


add to Sed? mort etettib “ylicet odaonoos" Yo tqeonos od? ; 
vimonuse oA .sefdsT owt ntro fvarga oft of Boon saw dotdw fimet e 

\e butelot baa vonleyot gafvil anoeteq mom to owt aa bewkteh at A 
Sivow tethteget gotvil atedjoid owt ,eudT .nwttqobs te oyaivtam .boolkd 
sVlimeal sregas a oo ton dunt yfiaat gimosnoo9: ne ue Yet “itp 


wol 2 us bodamytesh naw yLine? ofewnons we fom 10 todtodw 
brs sonshiuet lo soaig tieft to sate add dogy bebredab ais 
Ysmot ait wt efavbivibot te > 


i@rowtqoW . shee) eotteldas2 qd boew aftediao ani at antiroo0k 
smooti wol edt al rottinet ofmencge ‘to sgedneoted teodyid edt Aad ytauad ” 
-tofvayed citetnO Jeogtal ania taddo odd ritiw beteqnos. mas 

- a ee 


ti otew asiiine? oimonoos eft lo R6.EL eytaiiod WxowineW al 
AVC! to ouetete Laiontvorg a of beraniOo as Sproysian ~*~ cr 
tsewol cit sew Lael hae dtrousneW of seofs ytov oTew o 


‘Yrogeteo emaont wol ait nt &Y 


wa, 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, 


HAMILTON AREA AND ONTARIO, 1965-1976 
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FAMILIES 
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TABLE FI: 


NO. OF FAMILIES 


Between 1951 and 1971, the number of families in the Hamilton 
CMA increased by over 80%. The largest increase occurred during the 
first ten years (1951 to 1961) when the number of families grew by 43%. 
During the latter decade to 1971, the rate of increase was reduced to 
26.5%. 


TABLE FIT: 


NO. OF CHILDREN IN FAMILIES 


The post-war baby boom is in evidence here. In 1951, almost 
38% of the families in the area had no children. By 1961, this was 
true of only 31.5% and this remained relatively steady through to 1971. 


Conversely, in 1951, only 15% of the families in the area 
had three or more children. By 1961, this had increased to over 24%, 
Again, this remained steady through to 1971. 


TABLE FIII: 


AGE OF FAMILY HEADS, 1951-2001 


The projections included on this Table are taken from a study 


published by Statistics Canada for the provinces. The percentages 
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displayed are for the Province of Ontario, Traditionally, the age 
distribution of family heads in the local area has been very similar 
to that of the province and we are assuming that this similarity will 
persist in the future, The provincial projections, therefore, are 


probably very similar to the expected situation in the local area. 


Between 1951 and 1961, the size of the 35-44 age group 
increased while both the younger and older groups decreased slightly. 
From 1961 through to 1981, however, the younger group will increase as 
the children of the post-war baby boom marry and begin families. 


Correspondingly, the concentration of the 35 to 44 group will increase, 


Between 1981 and 2001, the trends within these two groups 
will reverse, This again is largely due to the continuing maturation 
of the post-war baby boom. For example, by 1991, this group will be 
in the 35-44 age group, causing it to increase substantially. By 2001, 
many of the post-war children will be in the 45 and over age group and 


this, in turn, will increase sharply. 


In summary, then, the prevalence of young family heads will 
increase to 1981 and then, in percentage terms, decrease thereafter, 
The 35 to 44 group will decrease to 1981 and then increase. The older 
group will decrease to 1991 and then increase sharply with the influx 
of the aging post-war baby boom. 
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TABLE FVI: 


FEMALE HEADED FAMILIES, 9 LARGEST MUNICIPALITIES, 
LT L 


In 1971, 8.6% of all families in Hamilton had a female family 
head, the vast proportion of whom were single parents. Hamilton and 


Windsor ranked third behind Toronto and Ottawa. 


TABLE FV: 


FEMALE HEADED FAMILIES, HAMILTON CMA AND ONTARIO, 


eee ee 


To obtain historical data on this variable, it was necessary 
to use the Hamilton Census Metropolitan area, which includes Wentworth 
County, Grimsby and Burlington. The inclusion of these areas reduced 


the 1971 average to 6.9% because of low rates in Grimsby and Burlington. 


The actual incidence of female headed families was highest in 
1951. The rate in both the local area and the province decreased to 
1961 and then increased to 1971 to a level slightly below that of 1951. 


The reasons for the high rate in 1951 are demonstrated in 
the next Table. 
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TABLE FVI: 


SINGLE PARENTS BY CAUSE, HAMILTON CMA, 


195) 5 190.5 1971 


The higher rate of single parents in 1951 was primarily a 
result of the war years. At that time, 61% of single parents were 


widowed. Only 33% were separated and 5% were divorced. 


By 1961, the widowed group had fallen to 55% and by 1972, 1% 
was less than 42%. The divorced group, on the other hand, increased 
from 4.8% in 1951 to 7.5% in 1961 and then doubled to 16.1% in 1971. 
The unwed mother group similarily increased slightly to 1961 and then 
increased from 1.8% to 6.3% in 1971. 


Thus, although there was a higher rate of single parents in 
1951, the causes had changed dramatically by 1971. During the earlier 
period, the death of spouses was the primary cause, By 1971, the 


primary cause was marital breakdown. 


TABLE FVIT: 


MARRIAGE RATES, WENTWORTH AND ONTARIO, 
1963-1974 
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Between 1963 and 1969, the marriage rate increased both 
locally and in the province as a whole, Subsequent to 1969, it 
tended to level off with a slight drop in the local rate through to 


1974. During the seventies, the local rate was below the provincial 


rate. 
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TABLE FVIII: 


BIRTHRATES , 1963-1974 


A declining birthrate is symptomatic of our times and this 
graph indicates that Wentworth County is no exception. Since 1963, 
the rate has fallen almost nine points from 23.2 births per 1,000 
population to 14,6 in 1974. The lowest rate was recorded in 1973. 


TABLE FIX: 


BIRTHRATE TO UNMARRIED MOTHERS, 
1963-1974 


The birthrate for unmarried mothers indicates the number of 
births to unwed mothers/1,000 live births, Thus, for example, in 
1963 there were 51 babies born to unwed mothers in Wentworth for every 
1,000 live births, 


In both Wentworth and the province, this birthrate climbed 
dramatically between 1963 and 1968, During this period, the rate was 
higher in the local area, Between 1968 and 1971, there was a signi- 
ficant drop and this was more pronounced locally. As a result, the 


local rate slipped below that of the province. 


Subsequent to 1971, however, the local rate increased fairly 
quickly while the provincial rate remained relatively stable. By 


1974, the local rate was again higher than that of the province. 
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TABLE FX: 


BIRTHRATE TO UNWED MOTHERS, 
TEN LARGEST COUNTIES, 
1974 


Wentworth County (69.0) ranked fourth behind Toronto (76.8), 
Ottawa-Carleton (74.7) and Middlesex (69.5). Halton had the lowest 
rate (27.8). 
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TABLE FI: NO. OF FAMILIES, HAMILTON CENSUS 
METROPOLITAN AREA, 1951, 1 
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1951 1961 1971 
68,820 98,837 125,015 


TABLE FII: FAMILIES BY NO. OF CHILDREN, 
HAMILTON CENSUS METROPOLITAN AREA, 
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AGE OF FAMILY HEADS, 


TABLE FIII: 


WENTWORTH COUNTY, BY DECADE 


1951-2001 
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TABLE FVI: SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES BY CAUSE, 
HAMILTON CENSUS METROPOLITAN AREA, 


Pees Cy ve) ee 


UNWED MOTHERS 


DIVORCED 


SEPARATED 


WIDOWED 


“ 
_— 


ina T AS 
rAARaAE 


- 46 
TABLE FVII: MARRIAGE RATE,* WENTWORTH AND ONTARIO, 


1963-1974 
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TABLE FIX: BIRTHRATE* TO UNMARRIED MOTHERS, 
WENTWORTH AND ONTARIO, 1963-1974 
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TABLE FX: BIRTHRATE* TO UNMARRIED MOTHERS, 
TEN LARGEST COUNTIES, 1974 
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A_NOTE ON COMPARISON WITH OTHER AREAS 
a EE AA 


Statistics are available which compare crime rates in 
different police jurisdictions. Unfortunately, however, different 
departments do not utilize identical methods in reporting offences, 
For example, in Hamilton-Wentworth, if an office building is broken 
into and ten separate firms within that building are burglarized, 
this is recorded as ten occurrences. In other jurisdictions, this 


would be recorded as one occurrence, 


The occurrence statistics, therefore, are of very limited 
reliability and this negates any rational comparisons. For this 
reason, comparative urban crime rates were not included in this 


volume, 


TABLE CI: 


NO. OF OFFENCES, 1971-1976 


Care should be taken in interpreting these figures, Since 
1971, a number of significant changes have taken place in terms of the 
geographical area covered by the local police department. The process 
of regionalization was begun in 1974. Thus, the large increases in 
offences between 1973 and 1974 were due to the addition of Stoney Creek, 
Saltfleet, Dundas and Ancaster Townships to the City statistics. 


Between 1974 and 1976, the number of offences showed moderate 
increases, There were, during this time, no changes in the geograph- 


ical jurisdiction of the police department, 
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TABLE CII: 


TOTAL JUVENILE OFFENCES 


The discussion in the previous section pertaining to the 
effects of the geographical changes in police jurisdiction is also 


applicable here, 


Between 1974 and 1975, total juvenile offences increased from 
approximately 4,000 to over 4,600, Then, in 1975, there was a slight 


decrease reported. 


TABLE CIII: 


TOTAL OFFENCES BY CLASSIFICATION, 1972-1976 


This Table presents the offence figures in general classifi- 
cations. Thus, for example, in 1972, 49.1% of total offences were 
related to theft and robbery. This was reduced to 46.4% in 1974 and 
then increased to about 51% in 1976. 


Crimes of violence which include homicide, sexual offences 
and assaults have decreased in terms of percentages. In 1972, these 
accounted for 10.3% of offences and only 8.1% in 1976. 


Criminal code offences other than violence, theft and 
robbery have increased in percentage terms from 23.5% in 1972 to 31.3% 
in 1976, 
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Some of these changes may be due to the changing nature of 
the police force as a result of regionalization, The statistics for 
1972 are from the City police while 1974 and 1976 are from the 
Regional police, Thus, the source of the statistics changed from a 
predominantly urban area to one of a combined urban-rural jurisdic- 


tion. 


TABLE CIV: 


JUVENILE OFFENCES AND OCCURRENCES, 
BY GENERAL CLASSIFICATION, 
1972-1976 


The percentage of offences in the crimes against persons 
categories have decreased slightly from 8.8% in 1972 to 8.1% in 1974 
and 1976. 


The major changes have been a decreased share of offences 
in the property crime category and a corresponding increase in the 
"child welfare" group. The major component of the latter group is 
"runaways" which refers to minors who have run away from home and are 
returned by the police. The primary reason for this increase was 4 
change in police reporting procedures in 1976 and it does not, 
therefore, necessarily reflect an increase in the number of children 


running away from home, 
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TABLE CV: 


OFFENCES x TYPE, 1976 


The Table presents a more detailed presentation of the 1976 
offences, The largest single category is thefts under $200.00 which 
account for almost 29% of the offences. Breaking, entering and theft 
is the next largest with 11%. General assaults is the largest of the 
violent crime group and it accounts for 7.5% of the offences. The 
other violent crimes (homicides, wounding, attempted murder and man- 
slaughter, sexual assaults and rape) accounts for less than 1% of the 


total offences, 


TABLE CVI: 


VIOLENT CRIME, OTHER THAN GENERAL ASSAULTS, 
1976 


Of the 296 violent offences (excluding general assaults), 
over two-thirds were sexual assaults. This was followed by wounding 
(19.3%), homicides (6.1%), rape (5.4%) and attempted murder or man- 
slaughter (1.4%) 
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TABLE CIII: TOTAL OFFENCES BY GENERAL CLASSIFICATION, 
1972-1976 
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TABLE CIV: JUVENILE OFFENCES x GENERAL CLASSIFICATION, 
1972-1976 
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